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gave the President the right of dissolving the Reichstag, of
appointing governments and of interfering in every way in
the policy of the Reichstag. In addition, Hindenburg,
who was still revered as the leader of the German Armies
in the World War, was esteemed and acknowledged by
almost all circles in Germany with the sole exception of the
Communists. Even the National Socialists, who rejected
all other elements of authority in the Weimar Republic,
respected Hindenburg, even if Dr. Goebbels in his satirical
presumption did speak derogatorily of him on occasions.
Hitler himself, as a former front-line soldier, had an un-
bounded esteem for his commander-in-chief. Even when
he was a candidate opposing Hindenburg in the presidential
election of 1931 he could not for weeks decide to place his
name on the list as Hindenburg's opponent, and was only
brought to it by a trick of Dr. Goebbels, who in a speech
in the Stadium announced that Hitler had already nomin-
ated himself. It was Hitler's greatest wish to be on good
terms with Hindenburg, and he actually received the
highest post in the Reich only at the hands of the old
President. He was always especially proud of being
received by Hindenburg and treated by him as a power
in the state. Moreover, there was no man in Germany
who had dared to stand out against Hitler so long as
Hindenburg. From him came the famous saying that he
would never make Hitler Chancellor, but at best merely
Postmaster-General.
Hindenburg was thus a real power in Germany, and
until 1933 nothing could happen without his consent. At
the outset Brtining had the full confidence and support oi
Hindenburg, but he aroused the suspicions of the old gentle-
man by causing his Labour Minister Stegerwald to work
out plans for the partitioning of the over-encumbered
estates in the east. Also Hindenburg took it amiss that
Briining could not prevent the nomination of Hitler as a
candidate at the election of 1931. Moreover, this old man
saw to it that the lofty traditions of the army were main-
tained in the Republic. The Defence Minister in Bruning's